


Love



John 13.35 (NIV11) 

“By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.”

1Corinthians 16.14

Do everything in love. (NIV11)

Everything must be done with love. (NLV)



1Corinthians 12.31-13.8 (NIV11)

And I will show you a yet more excellent 

way. 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, 

but do not have love, I am only a resounding 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 



If I have prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 

faith that can move mountains, but do not 

have love, I am nothing. If I give all I 

possess to the poor and give over my body 

to hardship that I may boast, but do not have 

love, I gain nothing.



Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, 

it does not boast, it is not proud. 

It does not dishonour others, it is not self-

seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 

record of wrongs. 



Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 

the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails.



Romans 5.5 (NIV11)

….God’s love has been poured out into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been 

given to us.



Love that gives expecting nothing in 

return

Love that wills, wants, chooses the best 

for others ahead of themselves, even at 

personal cost



1John 3.16 (NIV11)

This is how we know what love is: Jesus 

Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 

to lay down our lives for our brothers and 

sisters.

John 15.13 (NIV11) 

Greater love has no one than this: to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends.



Ephesians 5.2 (NIV11) 

…walk in the way of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us as a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Romans 5.8 (NIV11)

God demonstrates his own love for us in 

this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.



Love is being patient

Love is being long-suffering



Love is being kind



Proverbs 14.31 (NIV11)

….whoever is kind to the needy honours 

God.



Luke 4.22 (NIV11)

All spoke well of him and were amazed at 

the gracious words that came from his lips. 

“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.



Love is not being envious or jealous



Love is not boasting or bragging



Proverbs 27.2 (NIV11)

Let someone else praise you, and not your 

own mouth;

an outsider, and not your own lips.



1Corinthians 1.31 (NIV11) 

Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who 

boasts boast in the Lord.”

Galatians 6.14 (NIV11) 

May I never boast except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 



Love is not proud or arrogant



Love is not being rude or acting 

disgracefully (unbecomingly)



Love is not being self-seeking



Mark 10.45 (NIV11) 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many.”

Romans 15.2 (NIV11)

Each of us should please our neighbours for 

their good, to build them up. For even Christ 

did not please himself ….



Love is not (easily) angered

Love is never provoked



Love keeps no record of wrongs 



Love doesn’t delight in evil but 

rejoices in the truth

Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness 

but rejoices with the truth



Proverbs 27.5-6 (NIV11) 

Better is open rebuke than hidden love.

Wounds from a friend can be trusted,

but an enemy multiplies kisses.



1Corinthians 13.7 (NIV11)

It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes, always perseveres.

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things. (NRSV)



1Corinthians 13.8 (NIV11) 

(This) love never fails.



Is this love the key for us?



Ways in which we see/don’t see this 

love in ourselves and in our church

Ways in which, if (through the Holy Spirit) 

we loved like this, it would work out in 

practice


