


Breaking the Power 

of the Past



Genesis 41.45, 50-52(NIV11) 

Pharaoh gave Joseph the name 

Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him 

Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest 

of On, to be his wife.



Before the years of famine came, two 

sons were born to Joseph by Asenath

daughter of Potiphera, priest of On. 

Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh 

and said, “It is because God has made 

me forget all my trouble and all my 

father’s household.”



The second son he named Ephraim 

and said, “It is because God has made 

me fruitful in the land of my suffering.”



Genesis 42.1-7 (NIV11) 

When Jacob learned that there was 

grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, 

“Why do you just keep looking at each 

other?” He continued, “I have heard 

that there is grain in Egypt. Go down 

there and buy some for us, so that we 

may live and not die.”



Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went 

down to buy grain from Egypt. But 

Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s 

brother, with the others, because he 

was afraid that harm might come to 

him. So Israel’s sons were among 

those who went to buy grain, for there 

was famine in the land of Canaan also.



Now Joseph was the governor of the 

land, the person who sold grain to all 

its people. So when Joseph’s brothers 

arrived, they bowed down to him with 

their faces to the ground.



As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, 

he recognised them, but he pretended 

to be a stranger….



# We recognise the impact 

of our family of origin



# We choose to change in 

light of the past



# We let our past bless us 

and others



Genesis 50.15-21 (NIV11)

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their 

father was dead, they said, “What if 

Joseph holds a grudge against us and 

pays us back for all the wrongs we did 

to him?” So they sent word to Joseph, 

saying, “Your father left these 

instructions before he died:



This is what you are to say to Joseph: I 

ask you to forgive your brothers the 

sins and the wrongs they committed in 

treating you so badly.’ Now please 

forgive the sins of the servants of the 

God of your father.” When their 

message came to him, Joseph wept.



His brothers then came and threw 

themselves down before him. “We are 

your slaves,” they said.

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be 

afraid. Am I in the place of God?



You intended to harm me, but God 

intended it for good to accomplish what 

is now being done, the saving of many 

lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will 

provide for you and your children.” And 

he reassured them and spoke kindly to 

them.



# We recognise the impact 

of our family of origin

# We choose to change in 

light of the past

# We let our past bless us 

and others


