


Warning, warning



Matthew 7.13-29 (NIV11)

“Enter through the narrow gate. For 

wide is the gate and broad is the road 

that leads to destruction, and many 

enter through it. But small is the gate 

and narrow the road that leads to life, 

and only a few find it.



“Watch out for false prophets. They 

come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 

inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By 

their fruit you will recognise them. Do 

people pick grapes from thorn bushes, 

or figs from thistles?



Likewise, every good tree bears good 

fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A 

good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a 

bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every 

tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by 

their fruit you will recognise them.



“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the 

will of my Father who is in heaven.



Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name and in your name drive out 

demons and in your name perform 

many miracles?’ Then I will tell them 

plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from 

me, you evildoers!’



Therefore everyone who hears these 

words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise man who built 

his house on the rock. The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds 

blew and beat against that house; yet 

it did not fall, because it had its 

foundation on the rock.



But everyone who hears these words 

of mine and does not put them into 

practice is like a foolish man who built 

his house on sand. The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds 

blew and beat against that house, and 

it fell with a great crash.”



When Jesus had finished saying these 

things, the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching, because he taught as one 

who had authority, and not as their 

teachers of the law.



Gates – forces in culture and society

Fruit – forces in the church

Houses – forces inside our lives



Warning #1

Forces in culture and society



“Enter through the narrow gate. For 

wide is the gate and broad is the road 

that leads to destruction, and many 

enter through it. But small is the gate 

and narrow the road that leads to life, 

and only a few find it. vv13&14





“I am the gate; whoever enters through 

me will be saved.” John 10.9 (NIV11)



Warning #2

Forces in the church



“Watch out for false prophets. They 

come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 

inwardly they are ferocious wolves. v15



“Be wary of false preachers who smile 

a lot, dripping with practiced sincerity. 

Chances are they are out to rip you off 

some way or other. Don’t be 

impressed with charisma; look for 

character. 



Who preachers are is the main thing, 

not what they say. A genuine leader 

will never exploit your emotions or 

your pocketbook. These diseased 

trees with their bad apples are going to 

be chopped down and burned. 
Matthew 7.15-23 (Msg)



Acts 20.28-30 (NIV11)

“Keep watch over yourselves and all 

the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers. Be shepherds of 

the church of God, which he bought 

with his own blood.



I know that after I leave, savage 

wolves will come in among you and 

will not spare the flock. Even from your 

own number men will arise and distort 

the truth in order to draw away 

disciples after them. So be on your 

guard!”



2Peter 2.1-3 (NIV11) 

There were also false prophets among 

the people, just as there will be false 

teachers among you. They will secretly 

introduce destructive heresies, even 

denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them - bringing swift 

destruction on themselves.



Many will follow their depraved conduct 

and will bring the way of truth into 

disrepute. In their greed these teachers 

will exploit you with fabricated stories. 

Their condemnation has long been 

hanging over them, and their 

destruction has not been sleeping.



Look for the fruit



“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but only the one who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven.” v21



“Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name and in your name drive out 

demons and in your name perform 

many miracles?’ Then I will tell them 

plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from 

me, you evildoers!’” vv22-23



2 options, 2 roads – which one are you 

choosing day by day

2 prophets – true and false – who are 

you listening to


